
Children will also take part in the areas of:

· World Around Us

· The Arts

· Personal Development & Mutual Understanding

· Physical Development & Movement (including regular indoor/outdoor play)
· ICT is used throughout all areas of the curriculum to enhance learning. Children use the Interactive Whiteboard, class computers, Laptop Buddy, iPads, Programmable Devices e.g. Beebots, topical websites etc.

· Grow in Love: Religious Education Programme Children will participate in daily prayers, songs and discussions associated with the ‘Grow in Love’ themes. Children will also take part in weekly whole school Mass and attend and participate in school assemblies. 

In P1 we engage in topic work learning. The topic outline for this year includes:

· Term 1: Ourselves/People Who Help Us
· Term 2 : Transport/On the Farm
· Term 3: Under the Sea
Seasonal events are covered throughout the year. 

A topic letter will be sent home at the beginning of each topic to inform you of our learning activities and inform you of resources which children may like to bring in to class, to support and extend their learning. 

General Information

· School day: Activities begin from 9:10-2:15. 
(All children to be in the classroom before this time, allowing time for morning routine activities to be carried out e.g. hang up bag/put lunch box on trolley/change library book etc.)
· School dinners to be paid at the start of the week. Please place money in a labelled envelope, marked with day(s) which child is taking dinner(s).   (£2.30 per day)
· Please ensure your child has a healthy break, even if they are taking school dinners. Please also send in a bottle of water, which your child can avail of during the day.
· New library book chosen each day. Please encourage your child to independently change their book and find library ticket. 
· Parents are welcome to leave children to the P1 classroom during the months of September/October. After this, we encourage you to leave your child at the Key Stage 2 resource area door (top entrance) and allow them to walk down by themselves. This is to help develop independence and confidence. 

· Parents collect P1 children from the gated area, outside the Foundation Stage classroom. Please note that cars are not allowed in this area. Please collect children promptly and if difficulties arise phone Ann-Marie in the office, as soon as possible.

· Uniforms need to be clearly labelled please. 
· Please include a spare set of clothes in your child’s bag, in case of accidents.
Communication between home & school

· Absence notification / phone call 

· Any sickness/diarrhoea, must be followed by 48 hrs. absence, to reduce the spread of germs. 

· Please ensure a note is sent in with your child, on their return to school explaining their absence.

· Other issues e.g. health, family arrangements etc. please give written notification/phone call.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time throughout the year, if you have a concern or issue you want to raise. An appointment can be arranged by phoning Ann-Marie in the office. Appointments are available after school, as morning times are very busy.
Thank you, 

Mrs Fearon

Dromintee Primary School
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Welcome to Primary 1

· To the P1 class of 2015-2016, you are all very welcome to Dromintee Primary School. It is a very exciting time starting school. We have a lovely school building and resources to use. Primary 1 is lots of fun. 

· Mrs Fearon & Bernie are always here to help you, so remember you can always talk to us.

Mrs Fearon

Information for Parents 

Dear Parents, 

The following information details the Foundation Stage Curriculum, which your child will be following. I have also given a few ideas on how you can help at home. 

            [image: image2.wmf]
The northern ireland Curriculum for Foundation Stage includes: 
· Language & Literacy

· Mathematics & Numeracy

· The World Around Us (Geography, History, Science)

· PDMU (Personal Development & Mutual Understanding)

· The Arts (Music, Drama, Art)

· Physical Development & Movement 

· Plus - RE: delivered through the Grow in Love Programme.

Also promoted throughout all curricular areas are Communication, Using Mathematics, ICT and Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities (TSPC).
Language & Literacy: 
Talking & Listening/ Reading/Writing
· Encourages children to develop conversational and social convention skills.

· Helps children to develop listening and concentration skills.

· Enables children to begin to hear sounds in words and to link these sounds to letters- Phonics.

· Helps children to learn to read individual words and eventually, simple sentences/stories independently.

· Encourages children to develop pencil control and to begin to make marks on paper.

· Enables children to recognise and write own name.
How can I help at home?
· Take time to listen to your child, talking about things they have done and answering their questions.

· Sing songs and nursery rhymes daily. (rhythm, rhyme & repetition very important)

· Read daily library book/reading book (when given later in year) with your child, using language associated with book e.g. Cover, author, illustrator etc.

· Encourage your child to look at the pictures and predict what is going to happen. Talk about the characters- What are they doing? Thinking? Where are they going? etc.

· Encourage your child to identify and ‘read’ environmental print- signs, symbols.

· Provide your child with opportunities to use a variety of writing tools to complete colouring, dot to dot and their own writing activities (early writing- pretend shopping lists, telephone messages etc.) Threading activities are also useful for fine motor development, which will assist with pencil grip.

· Model correct letter formation and pencil grip/practice writing name if ready.


Mathematics & Numeracy
· Number (including mental maths)
· Measures
· Shape & space
· Sorting
· Patterns & Relationships
· Problem solving/processes- applying mathematical knowledge 


           How can I help at home? 

· Count anything and everything - socks, cutlery, shopping, fingers and toes!

· Sing counting songs and rhymes.

· Practice making numbers as the year progresses e.g. painting/play dough/crayons etc. 

· Point out numbers all around- doors, cars, letter boxes etc.

· Talk about the shapes/patterns you can see in the environment.

· Make simple patterns using toys/counters/blocks e.g. red car/blue car/red car/blue car etc. 

· Compare things which are heavy and light; long and short etc.

· Group toy objects- explain how they sorted e.g. colour/size/type.



Mrs Fearon 


2015-2016


   








